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Message from the executive Director Mr. Panxha

As we move forward, we remain committed to turning these conversations into impact and con-

our region.

Kosova Finance Forum 2026 marked an important step forward in strengthening our vision of 
building a trusted, connected, and forward looking financial ecosystem in Kosovo and across the 
Western Balkans. What stood out most throughout these two days was the strong sense of 
shared responsibility among policymakers, financial institutions, and private sector leaders to 
move beyond dialogue and toward concrete action.

This year’s theme, focused on building trust in financial markets, was not only relevant but neces-
sary. The discussions reaffirmed that while our region has made meaningful progress, trust, con-
sistency, and institutional credibility remain the key factors that will determine our ability to 
attract investment and achieve sustainable growth. It was particularly encouraging to see a 
strong emphasis on regional cooperation, financial inclusion, and the role of innovation and digi-
tal transformation in shaping the future of finance.

The Forum also highlighted Kosovo’s growing position as a credible and stable environment for
investment, while reminding us of the work that still lies ahead, especially in strengthening 
institutions, improving access to finance, and ensuring that growth is inclusive and long term. 
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 Introduction

-

Under the theme “Building Trust in the Western Balkans Financial Markets,” discussions focused 

sustainable economic growth. In a complex global environment, trust was emphasized as a crit-

-
mation, and public-private collaboration. Participants highlighted the need for stronger institu-

-
tiveness and support long-term development.

Overall, the Forum reinforced a shared commitment to building more transparent, resilient, and 
-

dence and drive sustainable economic growth across the region.

Below is an overview of the main discussions:

an evening of high-level engagement and exchange. The reception provided an important plat-
form to foster dialogue, strengthen partnerships, and set the tone for the discussions that fol-
lowed throughout the Forum.

guests to Prishtina and emphasized that the evening was intended as an informal networking 
moment to bring together participants and allow them to connect in person. He expressed ap-
preciation to all attendees who had traveled to join the second edition of the Kosova Finance 

-
-

er expressed optimism that the forum would foster meaningful discussions, strong connections, 
and tangible value for participants.

DAY I 
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 who underlined the critical role of sound economic gover-

-

Concluding the opening segment, Petrit Balija, representing the Banking Association of Kosovo, 

development and regional integration.

-

across the Western Balkans.

-

Business Forum platform, emphasizing its role in connecting ideas, capital, institutions, and peo-
ple across the region. He highlighted that the forum was built on the principle that trust begins 
with direct, face-to-face dialogue, which is essential for investment and economic cooperation.

Under the theme “Building Trust in Western Balkans Financial Markets,” -

environment. 

DAY II 
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-

-

Further  in his opening remarks highlighted the Kosova Finance Forum 
-

strengthening institutional capacities, innovation, and regional cooperation remain fundamental 

-
highlight-

ed the that Kosovo is moving towards a new development model, from a consumption-based 

for industrial development and sustainable economic growth, adding that institutions must work 

In his opening remarks at the Kosovo Finance Forum 2026,  highlighted the 

-

private investment, and regulation to support inclusive growth and sustainable job creation.

The opening remarks were followed with panel discussion
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Within the Kosova Finance Forum 2026, the Central Bank of the Republic of Kosovo hosted a 

Nesrin Shileku-Shala. 

Ahmet Ismaili, Sebastian Sosa -
sentative for the Western Balkans, 

-
tural reforms.

 -UNIQA Sustainable Business Solutions 
and featured 
Jonas Westerlund - Ambassador of Sweden to Kosovo, and  - KfW Kosovo & North 

makes infrastructure projects bankable from a local banking perspective, and the market barri-

INSTITUTIONAL CAPACITY 
AND EU CONVERGENCE

MOBILIZING CAPITAL FOR SUTAIABLE GROWTH IN THE 
WESTERN BALKANS

PANEL I 

PANEL II 
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Within Kosova Finance Forum 2026 framework, a 

He stressed that sustainable convergence requires 
structural transformation, not just growth, warn-

labour, remittances, public spending, or construc-

region risks growth without real transformation. 
He also highlighted a projected labour shortage 

-

-

long-term growth.

PUBLIC–PRIVATE PARTNERSHIPS: FINANCING INFRASTRUCTURE 
AND GROWTH IN THE WESTERN BALKANS

MR. AMER KAPETANOVIC

PANEL III 

KEYNOTE SPEAKER 

 Chairperson of 
the Board, Air British Petroleum Albania. 

The panel featured  from IFC,  from Tirana International Air-
port, 
explored how PPPs can accelerate infrastructure development in the Western Balkans, with a 

-
dence. Speakers highlighted practical lessons from successful regional models and emphasized 

sustainable projects that can attract long-term investment.
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DEMOGRAPHICS, PRODUCTIVITY AND GROWTH IN 
THE WESTERN BALKANSPANEL IV

-
der the moderation of -
mist. 

The panel included 

need for strategic investment in human capital. Speakers underlined that sustainable growth in 
-
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-

featured -
-
-

italism, from land ownership to capital goods, and 

-
ductive capital, while the United States has lev-
eraged digital infrastructure to shape global 

-

rapid growth trajectories of the United States and 
China. The session concluded with active audience 
engagement, as participants raised questions and 

-
novation, and global competitiveness.

MR. YANIS VAROUFAKISFIRESIDE CHAT 
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FINAL SESSION

-

-

The conversation also highlighted concerns about 
-

-

-
opment, as well as the ongoing struggle to reduce 
import dependence and strengthen domestic 

-
-

long-term growth and competitiveness goals.
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Roundtables

  1.The roundtable discussion on “Financing Industrial Growth in the Western Balkans,” 
Ministry of Industry, Trade, Entrepreneurship and Innovation of the Republic of 

Kosovo,
Mr. Besar Durmishi, Ms. Pranvera Kas-

trati, KCGF Director Mr. Besnik Berisha, Mr. Lulzim Rafuna, Mr. 
Visar Perani IFC Country Officer for Kosovo and North Macedonia.

-
gional cooperation, and increasing investment in the industrial sector, with a shared understand-
ing that coordinated public policies and private capital are essential for meaningful industrial 

-
-

improving access to capital for manufacturing enterprises. It was concluded that accelerating 
industrial growth and enhancing economic competitiveness in the Western Balkans requires a 
balanced combination of infrastructure development, human capital investment, and techno-
logical advancement.

 2. The roundtable “Real Estate Investment Trends in the Western Balkans,” 
-

rum, Mr. Astrit Panxha -
Mr. Përparim Rama, the 

Mr. Mendi Qyra, Mr. Beqir Sella,
Ms. Ledia Telhai. 

The panel also featured Mr. Bledion Baraliu, President of the Architects Association of Kosovo, 
Mr. Krenar Batusha, Mr. Valon Vataj, Chairman of the 
Builders Association of Kosovo. 
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The discussion focused on real estate investment trends in the Western Balkans, highlighting ur-
ban development, the growing demand for modern residential and commercial projects, and 

of sustainable urban planning, high architectural standards, and strong cooperation between 

estate market and the overall economic growth of the region.

 3.The Role of Banking Associations in Strengthening Banking Sectors in the Western Balkans

discuss the future of the banking sector in the region. The session featured Mr. Petrit Balija, Chief 
Ms. Maja Stevkova Shterieva, President of the 

Mr. Spiro Brumbulli, -
ation of Banks, Mr. Alexander Kergozou, Mr. Visar 
Perani,

Mr. Petrit Balija underlined the crucial role of banking associations in foster-
-

-
-

Mr. Alexander Kergozou highlighted the relative 
digital development of retail banking across the region, emphasizing the growing importance of 
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Fireside Chats

 Fintech Revolution: Transforming Financial Services

powered by IBAS, 

Mr. Gazmend Selmani, 
Mr. Matthias Tim,

at IFC. The panel also featured Ms. Fatbardha Rino, Mr. 
Sokol Shasivari,
Mr. Besnik Vasolli

-

digital lending, and investment services. In this context, IBAS was presented as a concrete exam-

 Innovation-Led Sustainability: How Science and Technology 
 Are Reshaping Industrial Futures”

Mr. Gianmarco Sindoni, Coun-
Lindita Daija

The discussion explored how global companies are reshaping their business models through 



 From Digital Banking to Digital Ecosystems: who    
 owns the customer in 2030? – Powered by BPB Bank

-

-
Mr. Pavel Shust, IFC 

Ms. Leonora Kusari, Mr. 
Uranik Begu,

Ms. Argjira Kadrijaj Dushi,

-
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environments that encourage sustainable investment, technological advancement, and corpo-
rate-led transformation across Kosovo and the Western Balkans.

Ms. Mimoza Pasha, 
Mr. Shpresim Vranovci, 

Mr. Yll Dushi, Founder 
Mr. Adrian Alo, Ms. Arbnora Jashanica, Corpo-



-
served communities. Both collateralized and non-collateralized lending models were highlighted 

-

-

Balkans.
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 Insurance Penetration in the Western Balkans: Challenges and Opportunities 
 Powered BY Scardian 

Fireside Chat: Insurance Penetration in the Western Balkans: Challenges and Opportunities, pow-

Mr. Bardhyl Dobra Ms. Ramize Ra-
madani Central Bank of Kosovo, Ms. Krenare Pirana Kiseri - Kosovo Insurance Bureau, and Mr. 
Hekuran Neziri - Scardian Sigurime, each offering valuable perspectives on regulation, market 
development, and sector growth. 

and innovation, and the untapped potential of digitalization, insurtech, and strategic partner-

a clear recognition of the reforms and innovations needed to unlock sustainable growth in the 
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Statistics from the Forum

MEDIA REPORT Digital Performance Report

A. EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

-

-

B. OVERALL REACH & VISIBILITY
347K video views and 

300K+ additional content views 158K+ impressions, rein-
forcing institutional reach, while the website attracted 2.5K new users during the peak campaign period.

C. PLATFORM BREAKDOWN

The website attracted 2.5K new 
users and a total of 3,397 sessions, 
with an average engagement rate 
of 43.45% and 39 seconds per 
session.

 
420

PARTICIPANTS

 
25% FROM
ALBANIA

 
REPRESENTED BY:

 
13% FROM

MACEDONIA

 
15% 

INTERNATIONAL

 
70 + SPEAKER’S
 WORLDWIDE
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               META 
               (FACEBOOK & INSTAGRAM)

engagement:

               LINKEDIN

positioning.

 » 347K+ video views
 » 307.8K total content views 
 » 54.1K reach 
 » 2.9K–3.2K interactions 

 » 158,782 impressions 
 » 2,731 reactions 
 » 34 reposts 
 » 25 comments 

D. KEY INSIGHTS
1. Peak performance is tied to real-time content

coming from direct sources, 

 » Speaker highlights 
 » Live panel moments 
 » Networking & audience shots 
 » Short-form video (Reels) 



21 Report 2026 - Kosova Finance Forum

Media Coverage

               TV
               DUKAGJINI

               T7 &
               GAZETA EXPRESS 

1.https://www.dukagjini.com/kosova-finance-f rum-2026-nga-nje-platforme-rajonale-drejt-nje-forumifi-
nanciar-me-impakt-global/
2.https://www.dukagjini.com/prishtina-pret-lideret-e-sektorit-financiar-kosova-finance-forum-2026-
kryefjale/
3.https://www.dukagjini.com/yanis-varoufakis-dhe-tim-judah-ko-
sova-finance-forum-2026-sjell-neprishtine-emra-te-medhenj-te-botes-financiare/
4.https://www.dukagjini.com/kosova-finance-fo-
rum-2026-ul-ne-nje-tavoline-3-ministra-per-zhvilliminindustrial-te-rajonit/
5.https://www.dukagjini.com/10-arsye-pse-duhet-te-merrni-pjese-ne-kosova-finance-forum-2026/
6.https://www.dukagjini.com/nisin-sot-punimet-e-kosova-finance-forum-2026/
7.https://www.youtube.com/live/FZS9B37JbCA
8.https://www.instagram.com/reel/DXL-HTJgRUX/?igsh=MW5sbmt4aWx4NDRibg==
9.https://www.instagram.com/reel/DXMAY1lkzWt/?igsh=MXg5YTlmaWl4cjF0dg==
10.https://www.instagram.com/reel/DXrZ20XksJ9/?igsh=b3F1cXg3aXJtb3l1
11.https://www.facebook.com/reel/975925844876940/?s=single_unit
12.https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=CM4_LQDd5fU
13.https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=JiHRCQYGaaM

1.https://www.gazetaexpress.com/10-arsye-pse-duhet-te-merrni-pjese-ne-kosova-finance-forum-2026/
2.https://www.gazetaexpress.com/nisin-sot-punimet-e-kosova-finance-forum-2026/
3.https://www.gazetaexpress.com/kosova-finance-fo-
rum-2026-ul-ne-nje-tavoline-3-ministra-perzhvillimin-industrial-te-rajonit/
4.https://www.gazetaexpress.com/yanis-varou-
fakis-dhe-tim-judah-kosova-finance-forum-2026-sjell-neprishtine-emra-te-medhenj-te-botes-financiare/
5.https://www.facebook.com/GazetaExpress/posts/pf-
bid0cVP8p9Qy9KmPpSKrsMRGQBkj5UGXxt2nNpA71sHe8kiuJcHHEAia8xUWGiaaPUi8l
6.https://www.facebook.com/reel/991566573441460/?s=single_unit
7.https://www.gazetaexpress.com/prishtina-pret-lideret-e-sektorit-financiar-kosova-finance-forum-2026-
kryefjale/
8.https://youtu.be/RJUEd08KaM8?si=tixjiFXys2hEuSHg
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Media Coverage

               TELEGRAFI

               BUSINESS MAG

OTHER:

1.https://telegrafi.com/kosova-finance-fo-
rum-2026-nga-nje-platforme-rajonale-drejt-nje-forumifinanciar-me-impakt-global/
2.https://telegrafi.com/prishtina-pret-lideret-e-sektorit-financiar-kosova-finance-forum-2026-kryefjale/
3.https://telegrafi.com/kosova-behet-qender-e-finan-
cave-me-28-prill-astrit-panxha-tregon-cfare-pritetnga-kosova-finance-forum-2026/
4.https://telegrafi.com/yanis-varoufakis-dhe-tim-judah-koso-
va-finance-forum-2026-sjell-ne-prishtineemra-te-medhenj-te-botes-financiare/
5.https://telegrafi.com/kosova-finance-fo-
rum-2026-ul-ne-nje-tavoline-3-ministra-per-zhvilliminindustrial-te-rajonit/
6.https://telegrafi.com/10-arsye-pse-duhet-te-merrni-pjese-ne-kosova-finance-forum-2026/
7.https://telegrafi.com/nisin-sot-punimet-e-kosova-finance-forum-2026/
8.https://telegrafi.com/kosova-ne-fokusin-financiar-te-rajonit-cfare-solli-kosova-finance-forum-2026/
9.https://www.facebook.com/reel/2347439702420513
10.https://www.facebook.com/reel/975349594996548
11.https://www.facebook.com/reel/1642191950358257/?s=single_unit
12.https://www.facebook.com/reel/4561593000726735/?s=single_unit
13.https://www.facebook.com/reel/1291583786254860/?s=single_unit
14.https://www.facebook.com/reel/925157763833663/?s=single_unit
15.https://www.facebook.com/reel/1362361192588990/?s=single_unit
16.https://www.facebook.com/reel/910798368624823/?s=single_unit
17.https://telegrafi.com/kosova-behet-qender-e-finan-
cave-me-28-prill-astrit-panxha-tregon-cfarepritet-nga-kosova-finance-forum-2026/?fbclid=IwY2xjawRlOrNle
HRuA2FlbQIxMQBzcnRjBmFwcF9pZBAyMjIwMzkxNzg4MjAwODkyAAEe3-BTjjrwuOv__dHrnbKveuqIyO3YCmAtxsLrFjt
V1k11NiKfKORWrUtuF50_aem_RPsr8ZuFyxgL48tY3VvIxg

1.https://businessmag.al/yanis-varoufakis-dhe-tim-judah-koso-
va-finance-forum-2026-sjell-ne-prishtineemra-te-medhenj-te-botes-financiare/
2.https://businessmag.al/prishtina-kryeqender-e-arenes-financiare-kosova-finance-forum-2026-
mbledh-lideret-e-ekonomise/ 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=YEG4aALTP3g&fbclid=IwY2xja Rldn1leHRuA2FlbQIxMQBic-mlkET-
FKTzFZOU01OFh2WGZJTDVpc3J0YwZhc BfaWQQMjIyMDM5MTc4ODIwMDg5MgABHkrKp8ivFd-b1Xj-
DOD6_XfOhLFj5RoC01dERQuKUzqk0NVXpVTd5ALRSlWU0t_aem_AbXk_40VxzeTXD-CJwOcUg

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ZjKRsfAyPao
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FINANCE IS A CORE DRIVER OF ECONOMIC TRANSFORMATION

-
damental enabler of economic transformation, facilitating knowledge transfer, institutional 
strengthening, and long-term value creation across the Western Balkans.

TRUST, TRANSPARENCY, AND INSTITUTIONAL STRENGTH ARE ESSENTIAL FOR 
MARKET DEVELOPMENT

investment into the region.

REGIONAL COOPERATION IS KEY TO FINANCIAL STABILITY AND GROWTH

-
proaches are critical for addressing shared challenges, improving resilience, and unlocking 

DIGITAL TRANSFORMATION IS RESHAPING FINANCIAL SERVICES

models across the sector.

ACCESS TO FINANCE AND INCLUSION REMAIN STRUCTURAL PRIORITIES

development.

DATA, COMMUNICATION, AND STRUCTURED DIALOGUE MUST BE STRENGTHENED

and more structured engagement between stakeholders, reinforcing the importance of 

Key Findings
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Acknowledgments

-
cial institutions, development partners, and private sector leaders around a shared objective: 

-

will depend on continued reforms, stronger institutions, deeper regional integration, and a coor-
dinated approach to addressing structural economic challenges.

At the same time, the Forum highlighted a forward-looking vision for Kosovo and the region one 
-

-
ing dialogue into concrete action and long-term economic impact.

On behalf of the organizers of the Kosova Finance Forum 2026, we extend our sincere gratitude 
to all speakers, institutional partners, sponsors, and participants whose valuable contributions 

and sustainable economic development in the Western Balkans.

Special appreciation is extended to our institutional partners and sponsors for their continued 
-

Forum and in creating a space for high-level collaboration between public and private stake-
holders.

We also thank all participants for their active involvement, constructive dialogue, and commit-
-

ceptional work of the organizing team and collaborators whose professionalism and dedication 
ensured the seamless execution of the event. The Kosova Finance Forum 2026 stands as a shared 
achievement, reinforcing our collective commitment to transforming dialogue into impact and 
strengthening the foundations for long-term economic growth.

Conclusions
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